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The U.S. Senate is planning a serious attack on the basic rights of American citizens with close family members overseas.  Even though we support proper immigration reform, we strongly oppose to the proposed elimination of family reunion immigration categories which would be very pernicious for different ethnic groups especially Asian Americans.  
Since 1965, U.S. law has recognized the importance and integrity of families and has given citizens the right to sponsor a limited number of family members’ immigration.  The Senate Gang of Eight, however, is now proposing to strip American citizens of our ability to sponsor any married child who has reached age 31 and to bar citizens from ever sponsoring our siblings.  This is an inhumane, unjust, and unreasonable proposal which we must fight against! 
The family immigration system is crucial to the social and economic success of immigrant families, and the comprehensive immigration reform bill must take into consideration the millions of Asian, Latino, African, and Caribbean immigrant families who aspire to reunite with their loved ones.  We are human beings who have feelings and want to stay together with our family members.  The current proposal makes a mockery of the family values that we cherish and uphold in this country. 
As Senator Barbara Boxer and six other Senators indicated earlier in their letter to the Gang of Eight, to some families there are no more parents, only siblings.  It is inhumane and cruel to force them to be separated permanently.
The current immigration reform proposal is also counterproductive since it limits the ability of immigrant families to contribute to the entrepreneurship and innovation that have been vital drivers of economic growth throughout our nation’s history.  It is the modern immigration system of the last four decades that has built the foundation of our Asian American community which pays billions of dollars in taxes every year, establishes and operates hundreds of thousands of businesses, and employs millions of people across the country.  Many of these businesses were started by pooling family financial resources and labor, and would not have been possible without the joint effort of several family members working together.

Opponents of family sponsorship disingenuously argue that these immigrants are a drain on government resources.  However, in actuality, for over a decade the law has required that American citizens sponsoring a family member’s immigration must sign a binding legal agreement to provide long-term financial support to their relatives, and must prove that they have enough income and assets to uphold this obligation.   
Elimination of the family reunion immigration categories, moreover, would lead to considerable slowing down of Asian American population growth and thus the degeneration of Chinatown or Asian Town.  This is detrimental in connection with both culture and tourism. 
Under the Senate proposal, the family-based categories in place for almost five decades would considerably be replaced by a merit or point system that would award points for English fluency, education, and advanced technical skills.  Its authors insist that this will allow America to attract top talents from around the world.  But instead of attracting talents, the new system will cause our country to lose its unique advantage in the global market for highly skilled workers.  As specified by Senator Boxer and six other Senators, weakening the family based immigration system would make it harder for employers to attract talented workers from abroad since they have families too. 
The point system’s intense focus on highly trained workers is also strongly reminiscent of the discriminatory 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act which banned immigration by anyone born in China other than “merchants,” a barrier that lasted almost six decades and was not fully dismantled until the civil rights era.  Now the modern immigration system established in 1965, which finally put immigrants from all countries on an equal footing, is under attack.
Finally, many other ethnic groups have finished their immigration process.  Now is the era for Asian Americans to petition our family members and we obtain a large percentage of the family reunion immigration quotas.  To unreasonably eliminate two family reunion immigration categories is grossly unjust and will disastrously impact Asian American’s businesses, lives, and political power.    

Suffice it to say, we strongly urge legislators to abandon this effort to eliminate family reunion immigration categories!  We urge all Americans especially Asian Americans to imperatively voice strong objections to this inhumane, unjust, and anti-family proposal and its devastating consequences, and to act for the betterment of American families and our country by immediately contacting the federal legislators.
Actions:  Please fax to the Gang of 8 and 2 California Senators.  Please contact other federal legislators by going to www.senate.gov and www.house.gov/representatives/
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